                                 Minutes of the Strategic Planning Meeting 
              Held at the Civic Hall Uppermill on Thursday 24th September 2026
                                             There were present:
   Present:   Cllr (Chair) Barbara Beeley (BB) Cllrs. Andrew Fletcher (AF) Sam Al – Hamdani (SH) 
                     Karen Barton (KB) Jeff Garner (JB) Roger Blackmore (RB) Joanne Lynch (minutes)
               Elizabeth Dryden Stuart (EDS) Ruth McKay-mills Emma Brennan (graduate planners)     
                                         
Declaration Of Interest:  SH declared he is a group leader at OMBC
The Minutes/Notes of the last meeting held on 25th June 2026
The Minutes / notes were approved as a correct record.
Independent examination of the Saddleworth neighbourhood plan Timeline and next steps:

	Stage
	Indicative Date

	Receipt of Inspectors Report
	17th September 2026

	Oldham Council and PDNPA decide what actions to take within 5 weeks of receiving Inspectors Report.
As per Section 17A of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012
	By 23rd October 2026  

	Oldham Council and PDNPA publish as soon as possible after the decision:
1. the decision and their reasons for it (“the decision statement”);
1. details of where and when the decision statement may be inspected; and
1. the Inspectors Report
As per Reg 18(2) of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012
	

	Details must be published within 28 working days of the referendum taking place.  
As per Reg 4(1A)(b) of the Neighbourhood Planning (Referendums) Regulations 2012
	By 2nd December 2026

	Referendum (poll day must be within 56 working days from when a decision is made).
As per Reg 2A of the Neighbourhood Planning (Referendums) Regulations 2012
	By 11th January 2027

	Making (adopting) the Plan – Full Council (must be within 8 weeks of the day following the last applicable referendum)
As per section 38A(4)(b) of the planning compulsory purchase.
	By 9 March 2027  



 ES advised this is very much indicative, and will be subject to change depending when we hit each stage / agree the referendum date with the Elections Team
The group reviewed the latest draft of the Neighbourhood Plan and agreed the following amendments:
Actions: A descriptor will be added to the Parish Actions section to clarify that they do not form planning policies.
The map and accompanying caption will be amended to identify parish boundaries only.
SH presented the initial set of policies. Members reviewed the document and agreed a number of grammatical amendments.
It was agreed that Policy 16 should be removed from the policies section and incorporated into the Parish Actions section. This amendment will require the subsequent policies to be renumbered.
Action EDS to seek clarification regarding the modification required to move Policy 16 into the Parish Actions section.
Action SH will amend the document to reflect all agreed changes and circulate the revised version to the group.
Action Following completion of the amendments EDS will submit the updated document to the Peak District National Park.
Action BB will raise the matter of the neighbourhood plan referendum at the next meeting of the Full Council.
Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMO) Supplementary Planning Document Consultation Draft
ES provided an update on the position regarding a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) for Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs).
EDS advised members OMBC had previously undertaken the process of preparing and consulting on and formalising an Article 4 Direction in relation to HMOs. No SPD is currently in place and, due to recent government planning reforms and missed implementation deadlines, it is no longer possible to prepare one. No further discussion took place.
Norther Powerhouse AF provided an update on proposed rail route improvements, TransPennine upgrade works and future plans for the procurement of electric-powered trains.
The potential implications and opportunities for Saddleworth were discussed. Members agreed that the proposals could present future funding and investment opportunities for the area.
Action: AF to draft a letter to Joanna Vincent, Programme Officer, outlining the group's comments and observations regarding the proposals. All agreed 
Next Meeting 5th November 2026 at 09:30 am

